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Welcome!
I am Sheryl McKay
Parent, Teacher, Coordinator, Principal!
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JCS Options
Home Study

           20 days
            TK-12
       Educational
       Facilitators

Academy
M-TH Academy 

classes, 
Friday Home study

     

     
      INSITE
          6 week
        High School
       Independent
               Study
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JCS 
Manzanita

Middle School 
Academy  



An Approach to Personalized Learning



How the 
Academy Works

Teachers/Mentors

Teachers are 
Instructional Designers.

Mentors are coaches.

Parents

Parents are partners in 
learning.

Coordinator

 Coordinator advises 
and oversees academic 
progress.
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Student



“
Self-Directed Learners....
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Seek Challenges Persist

Shift Strategies

Seek Help AppropriatelyLearn from Setbacks





STUDENT 
OUTCOMES

SUMMIT LEARNING 
COMPONENTS

SCHOOL 
DESIGN

The student experience is defined by specific design choices that  
help students achieve three key outcomes. 

Mentoring  Projects 

Self-Direction 



Students demonstrate proficiency in the 
following three outcomes 

Essential and 
transferable 
lifelong skills 

Understanding and 
application of complex, 
challenging facts and 

concepts 

Mindsets and behaviors 
that support academic 

achievement and 
well-being 



Mentoring 
Students meet 1:1 with a 

dedicated mentor who knows 
them deeply and supports them 

in setting and achieving their 
short- and long-term goals.  Projects 

Students apply their acquired 
knowledge, skills and habits to 

projects that prepare them for the 
real-world scenarios they’ll 

encounter in life after school. 

 Self-Direction  
Students are guided through a 

learning cycle that develops 
self-direction by teaching them how 

to set goals, make plans, 
demonstrate their skills and 

knowledge, and reflect. 



Cognitive Skills
Projects



Rubric & 
Sample Project

https://youtu.be/mJ0Vj8MgtN8


Content 
Knowledge

Focus Areas



Habits of Success
Personalized Learning Time & 

Community Time
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Life at 
JCS-Manzanita
Scheduling & Expectations



Schedule

21

Middle School Academy students 
attend classes Monday-Thursday 

8:30am-3:30pm.  

Friday is a Home Study day 
for all students.



Expectations
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● Independent Study

● Behavior

● Academy Policies

● Enrollment Process
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● Flag Football
● Volleyball
● Basketball
● Arena Soccer
● Ultimate Frisbee

Sports
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● Middle school academy students will have 
Back-to-School Orientation before the first day 
of school.

● First day of school for JCS Manzanita is during 
the third week in August.



Thank you!
Any questions?
You can find me at smckay@jcs-inc.org
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